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Images from Nyköping (Svenska Bio, 1909)





























on the media specificity of mediating 
practices in 1897 – in different visual media.
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then & now



alternative genealogies
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every layer has its own specificity
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”What rema ins o f 
people is what media 
c a n s t o r e a n d 
communicate.”





… The threat of Stalin or Hitler was external. The electric 
technology is within the gates, and we are numb, deaf, blind, 
and mute about its encounter with the Gutenberg technology, on 
and through which the American way of life was formed. It is, 
however, no time to suggest strategies when the threat has not 
even been acknowledged to exist. I am in the position of Louis 
Pasteur telling doctors that their greatest enemy was quite 
invisible, and quite unrecognized by them. Our conventional 
response to all media, namely that it is how they are used that 
counts, is the numb stance of the technological idiot. For the 
“content” of a medium is like the juicy piece of meat carried by 
the burglar to distract the watchdog of the mind. The effect of 
the medium is made strong and intense just because it is given 
another medium as “content.” The content of a movie is a novel 
or a play or an opera. The effect of the movie form is not related 
to its program content. The “content” of writing or print is 
speech, but the reader is almost entirely unaware either of print 
or of speech. … 
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The Archival Cockroach











”This proposal is not 
intended as a joke or 
social commentary.  

It is the best techno-
logical solution to meet 
the demands of the 
constraints presented.”
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… to conclude …
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