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SpotiBot—Turing Testing Spotify















The setting for studying such processes include the 
distribution and aggregation of self-produced music/
sounds through Spotify, ‘monetary interventions’ with 
calculated musical tinkering, the documentation and 
tracing of Spotify’s history through constantly changing 
interfaces—and importantly, the programming of 
multiple bots to act as research informants.















bots as informants



One of the major contemporary controversies regarding 
the transition to streaming music platforms involves 
payouts to artists. The sometimes heated discussion has 
been centered around the issue if  streaming music will be 
able to generate a sustainable income for musicians  —or 
not. 







At Humlab we therefore set up an experiment
—SpotiBot—with the purpose to determine if 
it was possible to provoke, or to some extent 
undermine, the Spotify business model in a 
similar manner. Royalties from Spotify are 
disbursed to artists (or more precisely, record 
labels) once a song or track is registered as a 
play, which happens after 30 seconds.







Test 1 
> SpotiBot plays Fru Kost: ”Avplock” for 25 seconds – repeat 100 times. 
> SpotiBot plays Fru Kost: ”Avplock” for 35 seconds – repeat 100 times. 
> SpotiBot plays Fru Kost: ”Avplock” for 35 seconds – repeat 1000 times. 
> SpotiBot plays Fru Kost: ”Avplock” for 35 seconds – repeat n times … 

Test 2 
> SpotiBot plays ”Dancing Queen” for 25 seconds – repeat 100 times. 
> SpotiBot plays ”Dancing Queen” for 35 seconds – repeat 100 times. 
> SpotiBot plays ”Dancing Queen” for 35 seconds – repeat 1000 times. 
> SpotiBot plays ”Dancing Queen” for 35 seconds – repeat n times … 

Test 3 
> 10 SpotiBots plays ”Dancing Queen” for 25 seconds – repeat 100 times. 
> 100 SpotiBots plays ”Dancing Queen” for 35 seconds – repeat 100 times. 
> 1.000 SpotiBots plays ”Dancing Queen” for 35 seconds – repeat 1.000 times.







Different SpotiBots playing Fru Kost “Avplock”, repeatedly for 25 or 35 
seconds (nevermind negative results). 



“selenium_bot37” repeatedly plays Abba’s “Dancing Queen” for 35 seconds—with 
recurrent and (often) unknown Chrome browser errors (nevermind negative results). 



Multiple SpotiBots playing ABBA’s “Dancing Queen”, simultaneously and repeatedly 
for 25 or 35 seconds (nevermind negative results).
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