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Book frontispieces of Carl Knutberg’s, Tal om nyttan af et laboratorium mechanicum, hållit för 
kongl. vetenskaps academien (Stockholm, 1754), as well as the inventory (of models and 
machines) at the Royal Swedish Model Chamber in 1779 (compiled by Jonas Nordberg), 
Inventarium öfver de machiner och modeller, som finnas vid kongl. modell-kammaren i 
Stockholm, belägen uti gamla kongshuset på k. Riddareholmen (Stockholm, 1779). 





Models from Christopher Polhem’s “mechanical alphabet” from the early 1700s. 
Actual models—whether in the form of originals or copies—can today be found at 
the Mining Museum in Falun as well as at the Swedish National Museum of Science 
and Technology in Stockholm.









Polhem’s hydro-dynamic ”experimental machine” for water pressure measurements (1705).





A representation of the Royal Swedish Model Chamber (with some original models) 
displayed at the Swedish National Museum of Science and Technology in 1947.



http://digitalamodeller.se/



The digital object as a ”terrorist”.







1. iPhone photographs of models + the Agisoft Photoscan software. 

2. Computer-animation of models (with professional animator). 

3. CT-scanning of models (at a university hospital).







Simple scanning of one wooden model from Polhem’s mechanical alphabet—using an iPhone and the 
software Agisoft Photoscan. The IMG.jpg-markers indicate where photographs were taken.

polhem_modell.psz



In a project collaboration with animator Rolf Lindberg, he simulated a model from Polhem’s mechanical 
alphabet—by way of a few photographs—and constructed a brand new virtual object in the software 
Cinema 4D.







CT-scanning a model from Polhem’s mechanical alphabet at the the Center for Medical Image Science 
and Visualization at Linköping University Hospital.





Inside Polhem—CT-scanning a model in collaboration with the company Interspectral made it possible 
to see inside models without breaking them.
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