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Forelasning 3. Digitalt kulturarv & forsknings-
programmet Digarv
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m ... ett mediearkiv fyllt av kopior — och plastband.
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Digitisering av kulturarv

Att digitisera kulturarv innebar att man omvandlar
kulturarvsmaterial till digital form — genom skanning eller
digital fotograferirng — sa att det kan bevaras, sdkas och
tillgangliggoras. Det kan handla om foremal, dokument,
fotogratier, bocker, ljud, film och byggnader.



Digitisering av kulturarv

Syftet ar dels att skydda originalen mot slitage och forlust,
dels att gora kulturarvet mer demokratiskt tillgangligt. Det
oppnar ocksa tOr nya satt att anvanda materialet, till exempel
digital forskning, Al-analys och kreativ ateranvandning.



Digitisering av kulturarv

Digital avbildning - textuellt material skannas eller
fotogratferas; ljud och film overtors fran analoga format, och
foremal eller miljoer kan 3D-skannas

Metadata — varje objekt beskrivs med proveniens (ursprung),

datering, upphovsperson och rattigheter. Utan metadata gar
materialet inte att hitta eller forsta.



Digitisering av kulturarv

Langtidsbevarande - filer lagras i hallbara format och system
sa att de ftorblir lasbara i framtiden, aven nar tekniken
forandras

Tillgangliggorande — material publiceras i databaser, digitala
arkiv och portaler, sa att forskare, skolor och allmanheten kan
anvanda det oavsett var de befinner sig.
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Illustration 2.1 & 2.2 I kallarvaningen pa Nationalmuseum 1936 — dar Historiska museet och dess fotoavdelning
huserade — syns fotografen N. Lagergren 1 fard med att avbilda ndgra stenskarvor. I bakgrunden vaktmaistare
Nystrom, som hade mycket att bestyra och halla ordning pa: fototekniska attiraljer, kameror, sladdar,
uppstallningsbord, belysningsstativ. I den infografik kring digitization equipment som fotografen Rebecca Baldwin
pa New York Public Library stillde samman knappt hundra ar senare var det mycket som kandes 1gen. Skillnaden

mellan att fotografera och digitisera kulturarv bor inte overdrivas.
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ur har digitisering paverkat
BM-sektorn generellt - liksom

den historiska forsknining som i
allt hogre grad bedrivs med

utgangspunkt i digital empiri ...
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Jag vill pasta att digitisering/digitalisering ar den allra mest
centrala sociotekniska process som praglat bade ABM-sektorn
och humanistisk forskning under de senaste decennierna.



Tva fragestallningar ar aterkommande i mitt
bokmanus — och sammanhangande:

(A.) relationen mellan data & metadata

(B.) digitisering som industri eller hantverk
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Meny In English  Mina sidor

Sok och hitta pa svenska bibliotek

Sok titel, upphovsperson, dmnen... Q

Q  Sok i Libris ! Utforska katalogen
~
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J I D . . i I Vilj Quicktimeversionen av Journal Digital
O M P ﬂ (] ’q ' Cl Det hdr behover du for att se filmerna

Rorliga bilder utgor ett fantastiskt audiovisuellt kulturarv éver
hela 1900-talet. Genom ett samarbetsprojekt mellan Sveriges
Television och Statens ljud- och bildarkiv har mer an 60 ars
journalfilm och tusentals kortfilmer digitaliserats och samlats i
databasen "Journal Digital". 5.554 filmer finns dar allt som allt,
mer an tusen timmars 1900-talshistoria.

Libris ar de svenska bibliotekens gemensamma katalog (' Las mer ;)

\

Pa SLBA kan vem som helst komma in och titta pa alla dessa
filmer. | den har presentationen pa webben finns en procent av
materialet tillgangligt for paseende. Det kanske later lite, men
pa féljande webbsidor hittar du mer an femtio streamade
filmer, vissa mer an tjugo minuter langa, samt ett rikt
illustrationsmaterial och hundratalet introducerande texter till
den svenska journal- och kortfilmshistorien.

Webbpresentationen "Journal Digital" ar uppdelad i tio teman -
valj_ Filmtema

lntroduktion > In English

Webbpresentationen "Journal Digital" ar resultatet av ett
samarbete mellan SVT och SLBA - for info se Projektet

uuol‘)cn svt ““'

BILDARKIV journaldigital@slba.se



... storskalig kopiering & migrering -
innehall | centrum snarare an mediernas
materialitet ...




... ar vissa medier lattare att digitisera an andra?
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1. POLITIK
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2. TEKNIK
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Upphovsritt som hinder — och mojlighet
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SLATA MEDIER

4. AV-MEDIER
Kulturarvets robotisering
Migrering for framtiden

5. BILD & FOTOGRAFI
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6. TEXT & DOKUMENT
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... olika digitala hastigheter ...
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Sok i Arkivsok

Detta ar Riksantikvarieambetets digitala arkiv, dar du hittar
bilder och dokument som framst handlar om kulturmiljo,
arkeologi och bebyggelse.
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Sok pa allt Sok efter bilder Sok efter ritningar SOk rapporter Bladdra bland arkiven
Sok bland allt som finns i Har soker du bland fotografier, Ritningar och kartor framst Har hittar du rapporter och Se vilka arkivsom arinlagda i
Arkivsok - foto, dokument, teckningar, planscher och rorande arkeologi, kyrkor och publikationer, framst om Arkivsok.

arkivvolymer, tabeller, med bildtryck. byggnadsminnen. arkeologi och byggnader.

mera.




§ Riksarkiver M -5 b +5

Pergament- och pappersbrevsamlingen, Pergament- och pappersbrevsamlingen, SE/HLA/9010001/P 17 (1451)
+ - # 00

A—:»«WHW Nbyes 1457 "3/ GFJ;—
vt 8 UUB . Tulin 19104/,

Alle dandemen thetta breff hira ok se helsar jek anders Diackn lag-
manzdomhafvende i medelpada ker(lige)n medh gudt. kaennis jak medh
mino opno brewe, ath tha jak hiolt lagmansdtingh (sicl) i mardasta-
dum,i twna sikiiplagh, tha beretthe sigurd i harfue ok erik spielbod-
son, at thera brodher thiaente olaff, olaff i mardastadum, ok for-
naempde olaff hafde bidith homum kliffua wp i eth tre ok seethia

eth ikorna neth ok fiol nidher ok fik ther bana eaff, forn e.
sigurd ok erik kendis heffwa (Overstruket i texten), st fornaempda
olaff ok jon i mardasth, hafde giorth thera atndgio aepte thaera
wilia ok gafuo fornaempda olaff ok jon i mardasth., qvittha, ledhoga
ok 18sa ok thaera arfua for thaen dddhin, thaera brodher fik, for
sigh ok sinom erfuom ok for hwariom eppa (dverstruket i texten) manne
oppa eind sidhno oppa kunde thala aepthe thznae dagh oppe thetta aerin-
de., thesse satho i nempdene, fUret ingema i lunde, ingemar i skdle,
swerke i dalge, marthin i klingeutadgm, lasee 1 hasalle, olaff i
skeduik, lasse skelme, nisse i bSle, olaff i nefnasth, erik i ass, jon
i q(va)rnsaether, torsten i bergxaker, Thil ythermero beuisningen tha
thrykker iak mith incigle for thetta breff. Scriptum snro domini

medlj e(ras)tino dominica imwocauit.




Pa Riksarkivet lagger mikrofilmens tréghet grunden f6r senare digitisering ...




Pa Riksarkivet lagger mikrofilmens tréghet grunden f6r senare digitisering ...
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Sok 1 Svenska tidningar

Utforska tusentals digitiserade tidningar och tidskrifter fran 1645 fram till idag.

INIER{CTANRVAN  Skriv in ditt sokord Q)

Tidningar och tidskrifter 1 tjansten

Visa alla titlar
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Digitala lagg - om pressens granssnitt 1800

FORSKNINGSPROJEKT All mediehistorisk férandring ar en kommer-
siellt driven jakt pa nya marknader, publiker och konsumenter.
Det galler ocksa presshistorien, i synnerhet under 1800-talet da
det moderna industri-Sverige vaxer fram.

Tidningarnas spalter utgor den infrastruktur i vilken ekonomin ager rum och
tar plats, och i vilken den ekonomisk-politiska diskussionen forts. Detta har
dock inte uppmarksammats speciellt ofta — och pressens sjalvbild ar en helt
annan. Den har lange varit tidningen som garant for demokrati och fritt me-
ningsutbyte. I digital form framstar presshistorien som annorlunda. Projektet
avser att studera och presentera (delar av) Sveriges presshistoria — med fokus
pa ekonomiska/historiska mediala annonseringskulter — dar digitaliserade
tidningslagg betraktas som en sorts medium/databas/arkiv over saval lokala

nyheter som regionala annonskulturer.




L Cultural heritage as digital noise: DM
| nineteenth century newspapers in ]
the digital archive UNIVERSITET

1228 Johan Jarlbrink and Pelle Snickars
Department of Cultu d Media Studies, Umea University, Umed, Sweden . _ . : :
Received 5 September 2016 priens of e and freda bl T L Start > Forskning > Digitala lagg - om pressens granssnitt 1800
Revised 2 March 2017
AooephedeMard‘lZ)l? AbStraCt

Purpose — The purpose of this paper is to explore and analyze the digitized newspaper collection at the
National Library of Sweden, focusing on cultural heritage as digital noise. In what specific ways are
newspapers transformed in the digitization process? If the digitized document is not the same as the source
document - is it still a historical record, or is it transformed into something else?
Design/methodology/approach — The authors have analyzed the XML files from Aftonbladet 1830 to 1862. - - L . -

The most frequent newspaper words not matching a high-quality references corpus were selected I I t a a a _— o m r e S S e n s r a n S s n I t t

to zoom in on the noisiest part of the paper. The variety of the interpretations generated by optical character

recognition (OCR) was examined, as well as texts generated by auto-segmentation. The authors have made a

limited ethnographic study of the digitization process.

Findings — The research shows that the digital collection of Affonbladet contains extreme amounts of noise: . . . T . =

millions of misinterpreted words generated by OCR, and millions of texts re-edited by the auto-segmentation FORSKNINGSPROJEKT A I I me d e h | Sto ris k fo Fran d rin g alr en kO mmer-

tool. How the tools work is mostly unknown to the staff involved in the digitization process? Sticking to any

idea of a provenance chain is hence impossible, since many steps have been outsourced to unknown factors . ‘ . o .

affecting the source document. siellt driven jakt pa nya marknader, publiker och konsumenter.

Originality/value — The detail examination of digitally transformed newspapers is valuable to scholars

depending on newspaper databases in their research. The paper also highlights the fact that libraries i o . % - o

outsourcing digitization processes run the risk of losing control over the quality of their collections, Det galler ocksa presshistorien, i synnerhet under 1800-talet da

Keywords Sweden, Archives, Documents, Accuracy, Print media, Auto-segmentation,
Character recognition equipment, Large-scale digitization

det moderna industri-Sverige vaxer fram.

Paper type Research paper
Introduction . . 5 . “ G i
In October 1847, the telegraphic wire in St Germain outside of Paris was struck by lightning. Tidningarnas spalter utgor den infrastruktur i vilken ekonomin ager rum och
The Syvedish newspaper zflftonbladet reporte;d l;hat a telegraph assistgnt at a station neal"by L. ) . . . .
had discovered the demolished telegraph printing several letters on its own. Yet, according tar plats, och 1 vilken den ekonomISk-pOhtlSka diskussionen forts. Detta har
to the paper, “since they were not coherent, he decided to signal the phrase used for ‘I do not
derstand.’” In doi h h ived “a h lectric shock, which was followed . . . o1 3y o
by i load buiia, S o Heen susho (mnblads 184, dock inte uppmarksammats speciellt ofta — och pressens sjalvbild ar en helt
Within a digitization project imitiated by the National Library of Sweden, the 1847 October " - : ” 2 .
copy of Aftonbladet was digitized in 2013 at the Swedish Media Conversion Centre. annan. Den har lange varit tidningen som garant for demokrati och fritt me-

The newspaper Aftonbladet, founded in 1830, was one of the key titles in nineteenth century
Sweden. It is often described as the first modern newspaper — consequently, it was also the

et ST belprmp ey At et by e NhrAL L day. Thesaits. fa. et ningsutbyte. I digital form framstar presshistorien som annorlunda. Projektet

struck by lightning in the late 1840s produced some real uncanny results, the same can be said : . .

of present day digitization processes. The digital version of the paper with the lightning- avser att studera och presentera (delar aV) Sverlges presshlstorla — med fokus

telegraph incident, in fact, literally reported that the struck assistant “saw a dazzling

light along the wires on the walls conducting electricity de visl devirdigavid vardigavid 3 ; ; ; 1 ; — da 101 1

e o o VIS pa ekonomiska/historiska mediala annonseringskulter — dar digitaliserade

: 70 misvart fruktarsnart tAf eoch sisrans njes ¢j [...] which fell down in pieces, burning the 2 : s : G 9% 6. 5

Vantem ™™ table and the floor” el ’ tidningslagg betraktas som en sorts medium/databas/arkiv over saval lokala
pp. 1228-1243
© Emerald Publishing Limited

00220418

DO 10.1108JD-09-2016.0106 This research has been funded by The Torsten Séderberg Foundation. HYheter SOom I‘egionala annonSkU.lturer.
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Tidningar yngre an 100 ar

Tidningar yngre &n 100 ar omfattas ofta av upphovsratt och gar darfér endast att lasa i Kungliga bibliotekets
tidningslasesal och hos anslutna laroséatesbibliotek och folkbibliotek. Daremot gar det bra att s6ka i materialet
var man an befinner sig och att spara sidor i sitt konto. Dessa kan du sedan lasa i sin helhet eller skriva ut pa
KB eller annat anslutet bibliotek.

Tidningar 100 ar-150 ar

Tidningar 100-150 ar gamla ar i det narmaste helt fria fran upphovsratt och ar darfér allmant tiligangliga i
Svenska tidningar. Eftersom det &nda kan finnas enstaka artiklar som fortfarande &ar upphovsskyddade sa
tilhandahalls dessa tidningar endast i tjansten Svenska tidningar vars granssnitt begransar accessen till
sokning, lasning och utskrift av enstaka sidor for eget bruk.

Tidningar aldre &n 150 ar

Tidningsmaterial som ar aldre an 150 ar bedéms vara helt fritt fran upphovsrétt. Tidningarna finns darfér éven i
data.kb.se, KB:s tjanst for fritt material for den som vill géra storskalig nedladdning och storre analyser.
Tidningar aldre an 150 kan anvandas helt fritt.

KB:s bedomning av upphovsratt i tidningar

Upphovsrétten géller 70 ar efter upphovspersonens dod eller 70 ar efter publicering om upphovspersonen ar
okand, men da en tidning bestar av artiklar och fotografier fran en stor mangd upphovspersoner har Kungliga
biblioteket ingen mdojlighet att i detalj granska nar upphovsratten for varje specifik artikel upphor.
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Mediekonverteringscentrum i Fransta

MKC ar Riksarkivets avdelning tor
digitalisering av pappersba-
serade originalhandlingar och
mikrofilm for interna och externa
bestallare, framst andra myndig-

heter. Varje dygn skannas cirka
100000 bilaer.
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o Harnosand
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... problem bade med OCR-tolkning (optical character recognition)
& med segmentering av artiklar.
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... fler an tretusen feltolkningar av orden “elektrisk telegrat”
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Att hantera felegrafen: Textanalys av smutsiga tidningar

italisera.[1] Att arbeta med tidningstexter inne- daribland den elektriska telegrafen. Syftetidennaposter - att han hvarken piminde sig de nirmare ometin- togels Ho: Timothel 85 0 00 8 Sldvells 45 4 40 7.
ej heller hade deruti kun-| Hardvalls 16 2 18 £, Hafrehalm 10 £ pundet, Rig-

Aftonbladet kunde i en notis i oktober 1847 rapportera att ny
teknik inte alltid ar att lita pa nar dskan fatt den elektriska tel-
egrafen att sanda obegripliga textmeddelanden. Liknande brus
har uppstétt nar just denna notis digitaliserats, men istéllet for
dskan s3d ar det nu den maskinella inldsningen (OCR) och den
automatiska indelningen av textmassan till sammanhorande
stycken som forvranger orden.

Pionjdarerna inom distant reading arbetar vanligtvis med mer
grafiskt rena, ofta skonlitterara, bocker som ar enklare att dig-

PROBLEMATIK

1. Sida i Aftonbladet 16/10 1847
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bar i hogre grad att finna metoder for att han- ar att beskriva arbetsprocessen, hur vi h.ar]g‘ét;i;,,tilrlgﬁgﬂ
tera det omfattande brus som tillforts materialet for att lokalisera och analysera de smutsiga texter R

An

genom digitaliseringsprocessen.[2]

Projektet “"Digitala lagg” studerar hur nya medier
beskrivs och framstalls i tidningar fran 1800-ta-
let. Vi har arbetat med digitaliserade tidningar
i fulltext, och genomfort samforekomstanalys-
er av texter som handlar om de nya teknikerna,
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Askan och elektriska telegrafen Det

ar bekant och har ofta omtalats att dskan stundom inblandar sig i den elektriska telegrafens korrespondens Ofver en bland de nyaste foreteel-
serna af detta slag meddela franska tidningarne foljande bref till Arago ifrdn hr Breguet den bekante urfabrikoren i Paris som konstruerat de
elektriska telegraferna i Frankrike »I ondags efter kl 5 under ett starkt regnvader ringde klockan 1 telegrafhyttan i Vesinet vid ena andan af
jernvagen till S :t Germain Stationens telegrafist trodde att en rapport var i antdgande och markte afven att telegrafen skref atskilliga bokstafver
men som deras sammanhang icke kunde utletas drnade han gifva det i sddana fall brukliga tecknet for frasen »Jag forstdr icke» da han af appa-
raten fick ett starkt elektriskt slag &tfoljdt af en knall likasom af ett groft pistolskott och sdg ett blandande sken I&dngsadt de utmed vaggen fastade
melalltrddarne som tjena elektriciteten till de visI devardigavid vardigavid dejemte fullkomen ih&forvintparkerslagna forvintparkerslagna park-
erslagna ken —tas till70 70 misvart fruktarsnart tAf eoch sisrans njes ej ledning och hvilka i detsamma folio ned i stycken ®u ‘a

(Aftonbladet 16/10 1847)

4. Andel ord som &aterfinns i referenskorpus (unika forekomster)
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Studien baseras pd 9,733 tidningsnummer om totalt 39,858 sidor av Aftonbladet mellan dren 1831
och 1862, Materialet omfattar 3,355,476 textblock, bestdende av 34,169,261 rader text, och totalt
186,748,555 ord varav 9,601,578 unika ord. I jamférelse mot ett korpus om 369,447 ord dterfanns
%02.29 procent av alla unika ord i materialet (exklusive stoppord och siffror). Korpuset skapades
frdn 1800-talstexter i Litteraturbanken. I diagrammet redovisas andelen beriknat per ar.
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Telegrafen pa distans

Ett digitalt metodexperiment
Johan Jarlbrink

Ny teknik dr inte alltid att lita pa. I oktober ar 1847 rapporterade Aftonbladet
att blixten slagit ned i telegrafledningen vid Saint-Germain utanf6r Paris.
Telegrafisten vid den lokala stationen upptickte "att telegrafen skref atskilliga
bokstifver; men som deras sammanhang icke kunde utletas, drnade han
gifva det i saidana fall brukliga tecknet for frasen "Jag forstir icke’, da han
af apparaten fick ett starkt elektriskt slag, atfoljdt af en knall, likasom af ett
groft pistolskott”"Ar 2013 digitaliserades det tidningsnummer som berittar
om denna hindelse. Tidningen tillhér dem som nu finns sokbara online (pa
tidningar.kb.se). For att bli sokbara maste de tryckta texterna omvandlas
till kod som kan ldsas maskinellt. Och med dldre tidningstexter blir det
ofta fel. Just den notis som redogor for telegrafins brister ar 1847 innehaller
i digital form flera av de problem som priglar digitaliserade tidningar. I den
textfil som sokbarheten forutsitter heter det att telegrafisten

sag ett blindande sken langsat de utmed viggen fastade melalltridarne
som tjena elektriciteten till de visI devirdigavid virdigavid dejemte
fullkomen ihaférvintparkerslagna forvintparkerslagna parkerslagna
ken —tas tillyo 70 misvart fruktarsnart tAf eoch sisrans njes ej ledning
och hvilka i detsamma folio ned i stycken ®u ’a s heta att de brinde

mirken i bord och golf*

Forutom att en del bokstaver har feltolkats av OCR-tekniken har delar av
ord frin textspalten intill rakat bli en del av telegraftexten. I denna andra
tidningstext handlar det om det tidiga vintervidret i Sankt Petersburg
(med forvinter som slagit hirt mot parkerna) och den fruktade koleran
(som hirjade 70 mil 6sterut). Precis som 1847 har den nya tekniken alltsa
genererat atskilliga bokstaver utan sammanhang. Den som anvinder sig av
de digitaliserade tidningsdatabaserna lir inte fa nagon elektrisk st6t, men
riskerar att inte hitta vissa texter eftersom orden har forvringts och texterna
brutits sonder. Syftet i denna artikel r att belysa de problem och méjligheter
som digitaliserat killmaterial for med sig. For att tydliggora savil bristerna
som potentialen kommer jag att utga frin en specifik problemstillning: Vad
skrivs om den elektriska telegrafen i Affonbladet under 1830-, 1840~ och 1850-
talen? I vilka sprikliga sammanhang placeras den elektriska telegrafen in
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Om massdigitisering & digital historia

Det ar de senaste tjugo arens alltmer intensiva digitisering
av kulturarv — framfor allt textuella kallor sasom tidningar
och bocker — som ligger till grund tor forskningstaltet inom
digital historia.
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Abstract

Much has been made in recent years of the transformative potential of digital resources and historical data for historical research.
Historians seem to be flooded with retro-digitized and born-digital materials and tend to take these for granted, grateful for the op-
portunities they afford. In a research environment that increasingly privileges what is available online, the questions of why,
where, and how we can access what we can access, and how it affects historical research have become ever more urgent. This
article proposes a framework through which to contextualize the politics of (digital) heritage preservation, and a model to analyse
its most important political dimensions, drawing upon literature from the digital humanities and history as well as archival, liorary,
and information science. The first part will outline the global dimensions of the politics of digital cultural heritage, focusing on
developments between and within the Global North and South, framed within the broader context of the politics of heritage and
its preservation. The second part surveys the history and current state of digitization and offers a structured analysis of the pro-
cess of digitization and its political dimensions. Choices and decisions about selection for digitization, how to catalogue, classify,
and what metadata to add are all political in nature and have political consequences, and the same is true for access. The article
concludes with several recommendations and a plea to acknowledge the importance of digital cataloguing in enabling access to
the global human record.

1 Introduction observed. By the same token, the digitization of histori-
cal sources is not neutral. In a research environment
that increasingly privileges what is available online,
where non-digitized analogue archives are more and
more referred to as hidden, and old-fashioned brows-
ing is replaced by surgical discovery, we would do well
to start imagining what a world of historical scholar-
ship based upon digital resources looks like. The docu-
mentary record affects historical research in myriad
ways, something historians readily acknowledge when
traditional archives are concerned. Yet there seems to
be a discrepancy between the uptake of digital resour-
ces by historians and their appreciation and under-
standing of how these are created and how, more
generally, our online evidentiary basis is constituted
and shapes historical scholarship.

Most historians acknowledge the benefits and op-

Much has been made in recent years of the transforma-
tive potential of digital resources and historical data
for historical research. Historians seem to be flooded
with retro-digitized and born-digital materials and tend
to take these for granted, grateful for the opportunities
they afford. As the late digital history pioneer Roy
Rosenzweig suggested two decades ago, historians
‘may be facing a fundamental paradigm shift from a
culture of scarcity to a culture of abundance’
(Rosenzweig, 2003, p. 739). Yet when historians talk
about digital abundance, they usually imply the Global
North, specifically Western Europe and North
America, and even there this abundance is still rarely
questioned and qualified, let alone contextualized in
time and space. Put simply, historians all too seldom

reflect on why, where, and how we can access, what

we can access in the digital age, how it affects historical gf)r.n.mlctlles afforded d? y gcreas«;dd‘ Acoess "o ret}:'jo—
research, and what its global dimensions might look IFized Bouxces yet ‘i elRe ok QIpItzation (on. Aiss
like torical research go beyond access. As digitization

entails a selection of already selected analog materials,
are repositories of carefully selected and curated collec- they find thcmsclvcs. f,acmg 91d queshons as they navi-
sians anil ths b o tientral: Neo archive: s o gate new and unfamiliar digital environments. How do

cent’, as Elizabeth Yale (2015, p. 332) succinctly digital resources shape the historical themes, topics,

Few historians would deny that archives and libraries
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Historians seem to be flooded with retro-digitized and born-digital materials and tend to take these for granted, grateful for the op-
portunities they afford. In a research environment that increasingly privieges what is available online, the questions of why,
where, and how we can access what we can access, and how it affects historical research have become ever more urgent. This
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its most important political dimensions, drawing upon literature from the digital humanities and history as well as archival, library,
and information science. The first part will outline the global dimensions of the politics of digital cultural heritage, focusing on
developments between and within the Global North and South, framed within the broader context of the politics of heritage and
its preservation. The second part surveys the history and current state of digitization and offers a structured analysis of the pro-
cess of digitization and its political dimensions. Choices and decisions about selection for digitization, how to catalogue, classify,
and what metadata to add are all political in nature and have political consequences, and the same is true for access. The article
concludes with several recommendations and a plea to acknowledge the importance of digital cataloguing in enabling access to
the global human record.

observed. By the same token, the digitization of histori-
cal sources is not neutral. In a research environment
that increasingly privileges what is available online,
where non-digitized analogue archives are more and
more referred to as hidden, and old-fashioned brows-

1 Introduction

Much has been made in recent years of the transforma-
tive potential of digital resources and historical data
for historical research. Historians seem to be flooded
with retro-digitized and born-digital materials and tend
to take these for granted, grateful for the opportunities
they afford. As the late digital history pioneer Roy
Rosenzweig suggested two decades ago, historians
‘may be facing a fundamental paradigm shift from a
culture of scarcity to a culture of abundance’
(Rosenzweig, 2003, p. 739). Yet when historians talk
about digital abundance, they usually imply the Global
North, specifically Western Europe and North
America, and even there this abundance is still rarely
questioned and qualified, ler alone contextualized in
time and space. Put simply, historians all too seldom

reflect on why, where, and how we can access, what S fforded bv i d
we can access in the digital age, how it affects historical ~ POrtunities atforded by Increased access to retro-

research, and what its global dimensions might look digitized sources yet the effects of digitization on his-
like ‘ torical research go beyond access. As digitization

entails a selection of already selected analog materials,
they find themselves facing old questions as they navi-
gate new and unfamiliar digital environments. How do
digital resources shape the historical themes, topics,

ing is replaced by surgical discovery, we would do well
to start imagining what a world of historical scholar-
ship based upon digital resources looks like. The docu-
mentary record affects historical research in myriad
ways, something historians readily acknowledge when
traditional archives are concerned. Yet there seems to
be a discrepancy between the uptake of digital resour-
ces by historians and their appreciation and under-
standing of how these are created and how, more
generally, our online evidentiary basis is constituted
and shapes historical scholarship.

Most historians acknowledge the benefits and op-

Few historians would deny that archives and libraries
are repositories of carefully selected and curated collec-
tions and thus far from neutral: ‘“No archive is inno-
cent’, as Elizabeth Yale (2015, p. 332) succinctly
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"In a research environment
that increasingly privileges
what is available online ... we
would do well to start
imagining what a world of
historical scholarship based

upon digital resources looks
like."
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Ir\:::ht::(s:t)een made in recent years of the transformative potential of digital resources and historical data for historical research. an d mu S e u m S in th e
construction of national
consclousness

Historians seem to be flooded with retro-digitized and born-digital materials and tend to take these for granted, grateful for the op-
portunities they afford. In a research environment that increasingly privieges what is available online, the questions of why,
where, and how we can access what we can access, and how it affects historical research have become ever more urgent. This
article proposes a framework through which to contextualize the politics of (digital) heritage preservation, and a model to analyse
its most important political dimensions, drawing upon literature from the digital humanities and history as well as archival, library,
and information science. The first part will outline the global dimensions of the politics of digital cultural heritage, focusing on
developments between and within the Global North and South, framed within the broader context of the politics of heritage and
its preservation. The second part surveys the history and current state of digitization and offers a structured analysis of the pro-
cess of digitization and its political dimensions. Choices and decisions about selection for digitization, how to catalogue, classify,
and what metadata to add are all political in nature and have political consequences, and the same is true for access. The article
concludes with several recommendations and a plea to acknowledge the importance of digital cataloguing in enabling access to

the global human record.

1 Introduction

Much has been made in recent years of the transforma-
tive potential of digital resources and historical data
for historical research. Historians seem to be flooded
with retro-digitized and born-digital materials and tend
to take these for granted, grateful for the opportunities
they afford. As the late digital history pioneer Roy
Rosenzweig suggested two decades ago, historians
‘may be facing a fundamental paradigm shift from a
culture of scarcity to a culture of abundance’
(Rosenzweig, 2003, p. 739). Yet when historians talk
about digital abundance, they usually imply the Global
North, specifically Western Europe and North
America, and even there this abundance is still rarely
questioned and qualified, ler alone contextualized in
time and space. Put simply, historians all too seldom
reflect on why, where, and how we can access, what
we can access in the digital age, how it affects historical
research, and what its global dimensions might look
like.

Few historians would deny that archives and libraries
are repositories of carefully selected and curated collec-
tions and thus far from neutral: ‘“No archive is inno-
cent’, as Elizabeth Yale (2015, p. 332) succinctly

observed. By the same token, the digitization of histori-
cal sources is not neutral. In a research environment
that increasingly privileges what is available online,
where non-digitized analogue archives are more and
more referred to as hidden, and old-fashioned brows-
ing is replaced by surgical discovery, we would do well
to start imagining what a world of historical scholar-
ship based upon digital resources looks like. The docu-
mentary record affects historical research in myriad
ways, something historians readily acknowledge when
traditional archives are concerned. Yet there seems to
be a discrepancy between the uptake of digital resour-
ces by historians and their appreciation and under-
standing of how these are created and how, more
generally, our online evidentiary basis is constituted
and shapes historical scholarship.

Most historians acknowledge the benefits and op-
portunities afforded by increased access to retro-
digitized sources yet the effects of digitization on his-
torical research go beyond access. As digitization
entails a selection of already selected analog materials,
they find themselves facing old questions as they navi-
gate new and unfamiliar digital environments. How do
digital resources shape the historical themes, topics,
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BETH DAVIS-BROWN

ABSTRACT

An archive is a repository — that 1s, a place or space in which materials
of historic interest or social significance are stored and ordered. A
national archive is the storing and ordering place of the collective
memory of that nation or people(s). This article provides a brief his-
torical/theoretical introduction to the politics of the archive in late capi-
talist societies and discusses this politics of memory via the performance
of ordinary daily activities of librarians and archivists.

Some relevant political/discursive questions include: who controls,
establishes and maintains the archive, and how do they do so? Which
materials are preserved in the archive and which are excluded? As the
documents and artifacts selected for the archive are ordered and classi-
fied, how do the schemas and structures applied include, exclude, fore-
ground or marginalize those materials? Finally, to what extent do the
logical hierarchies for classification and arrangement reflect social or
political hierarchies? Librarians and archivists face these concerns in




Gerben Zaagsma

"Every element in the archival process—from collections

allocation to cataloguing, classitying, and providing access—
is inherently political.

These elements can be easily transposed to the digital
domain: choices and decisions about selection for
digitization, how to catalogue, classify, and what

metadata to add are all political in nature and have
political consequences”.



The Politics of Mass Digitization
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Google Books

gle Books

Screenshot [show]

Type of site  Digital library
Owner Google
URL books.google.com (£

Launched October 2004; 20 years ago
(as Google Print)

Current status Active



Nanna Bonde Thylstrup

"Global commercial platforms are increasingly
administering and operating their scanning activities in favor
of the digital content they reap from the national 'data
tombs' of museums and libraries and the teedback loops

these generate.”



Origin of the Google Books Project
2002

Permalink

From the beginning of Google at the Stanford
Digital Libraries Initiative in 1996 Larry Page and

S

Sergey Brin wanted to build a searchable digital

library of the world's books, but put the project

®,

Books

on hold in order to launch Google's web search.
eassoes e 1n 2002 Larry Page returned to the project of
digitizing the world's books and making them
searchable. To do that he asked Marissa Mayer”, Google employee no. 20 and Goggle's first female
engineer, to help test the idea by turning pages to the beat of a metronome as he snapped digital

photos. It took him 40 minutes to photograph all the pages of a 300-page book.

To research the project Page and a small team visited other book digitizing projects, including one at
his alma mater, the University of Michigan. There the staff estimated that it would take 1000 years to
scan all seven million books in the university library; Page estimated that he could do in it six years.

Page then hired a robotics company to build an automatic scanner that could handle books with
fragile pages, and programmers at Google created a page-recognition program that could recognize the
widest range of typefaces of various sizes in 430 different languages.

After discussions with several university libaries, Oxford University became the first institution to
allow Google to scan their one million nineteenth century books over a three year period.

Brandt, The Google Guys (2011) Chapter 9, "The Ruthless Librarians."
N
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Google & the Future of Books Six Reasons Google Books Failed

Robert Darnton Robert Darnton

February 12, 2009 issue Judge Denny Chin’s opinion in rejecting the settlement
between Google and the authors and publishers who sued it
for infringement of their copyrights can be read as both as a
map of wrong turns taken in the past and as an invitation to
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Mimmo Capone

The newly restored reference room of the library at the American Academy in Rome

How can we navigate through the information landscape that is only
beginning to come into view? The question is more urgent than ever
following the recent settlement between Google and the authors and
publishers who were suing it for alleged breach of copyright. For the
last four years, Google has been digitizing millions of books,

design a better route into the digital future. Extrapolating
from the dense, 48-page text that accompanied the judge’s
March 23 decision, it is possible to locate six crucial points
where things went awry.

March 28, 2011

Judge Denny Chin’s opinion in rejecting the
settlement between Google and the authors and
publishers who sued it for infringement of their
copyrights can be read as both as a map of wrong
turns taken in the past and as an invitation to
design a better route into the digital future.
Extrapolating from the dense, 48-page text that
accompanied the judge’s March 23 decision, it is
possible to locate six crucial points where things
went awry:

First, Google abandoned its original plan to digitize
books in order to provide online searching.
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Manga hinde Aterstar for digitala
bibliotek

I den digitala staren kolliderar forlagens och forfattarnas
behov av kontroll och intikter med bibliotekens uppdrag
att forse medborgare med fri kunskap och information.
Domen mot Googles bokskanningsprojekt tyder pa att
digitala bibliotek kommer att forbli en utopi.

Pelle Snickars
Uppdaterad 2011-04-16 S) Sluta folja Lat [
Publicerad 2011-04-15

UNDER STRECKET

Detta ar en understreckare, en fordjupande essi, dagligen i SvD sedan 1918. Asikter som uttrycks

ar skribentens egna.

forbli en fantasi? Om natet idag ar det forflutnas slutstation och den

K ommer drommen om det universella digitala biblioteket bara att
plats dir (nistan) all historisk kunskap ackumuleras, sa verkar det

nu mojligen vara slut med det — atminstone nir det galler bocker. For en tid
sedan delgav namligen den amerikanska justisen sin fatala dom mot Googles
famoOsa bokskanningsprojekt. Den under aratal framférhandlade

kompromissen mellan Google, forfattare och forlag gillas inte.



S6k pa Lunds universitets webbplatser

[LUNDS UNIVERSITET

Start  Studera  Forskning  Samverkan och

Start » Nyheter > Mangmiljonsatsning pa att digitalisera och tillgangliggora svenskt tryck

Mangmiljonsatsning pa att digitalisera och
tillgangliggora svenskt tryck

Av Emma Holm - publicerad 26 september 2025

\\ ~- rﬁ‘s,

Sverige tar ett stort kliv for att gora det tryckta kulturarvet digitalt

tillgangligt. Med 26 miljoner kronor frin Vetenskapsridet som stod SwePrint

SwePrint leds av Lunds universitet

startar SwePrint — en nationell satsning som ska gora svenska _ o
och drivs av Kungliga biblioteket

bocker och trycksaker enklare att hitta och anvanda digitalt. tillcammans mad Univarsitetani
Ume3, Uppsala, Stockholm och

SwePrint - ett samarbete mellan de fem stérsta universitetsbiblioteken och Kungliga Géteborg. Satsningen pagdr mellan

biblioteket - kommer att anvdnda en gemensam digital plattform som férenklar 2026 och 2030 och har daven

forskartillgdngen till stora mangder svenskt tryckt material. Det ska underlitta forskning kompletterande finansiering fran de
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SwePrint dr en ny infrastruktur som under de kommande fem aren avser att bygga upp en nationell digital infrastruktur som
ger tillgang till stora mangder svenskt tryck, bade som enstaka bocker och kurerade datamangder. Syftet ar att stodja all
forskning som inbegriper analys av svenskt tryck genom att etablera en digital plattform, massdigitisera svenskt tryck och
aggregera och samla in tidigare digitiserat textmaterial. SwePrint kommer att sakerstalla lattillganglig och férenklad
forskartillgang till bade aldre tryck och mer samtida bocker - inklusive hantering av rattighetsfragor - pa en gemensam
plattform. Infrastrukturen kommer ocksa att erbjuda stod for avancerade digitala analysmetoder.

SwePrint finansieras till hdlften av Vetenskapsradet och av ett konsortium bestaende av universiteten i Lund, Umeg,
Uppsala, Stockholm och Goteborg, samt Kungliga biblioteket (KB). Svenska Akademien stodjer ocksa SwePrint finansiellt.
Infrastrukturen leds av Lunds universitet; den ar férlagd till KB (och datalaboratoriet KB-labb), samt till respektive
universitetsbibliotek.
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How Google scanned millions of books to create a giant global library | Google and the World Brain

wocomoCULTURE
Prenumerera
73 300 prenumeranter

819 visningar for 3 manader sedan #googlesearch #copyright #google
It is the story of the most ambitious project ever conceived on the Internet. In 2002, Google began to scan millions of books in an effort to create a giant global library, containing every book in

existence. They had an even greater purpose — to create a higher form of intelligence, something that HG Wells had predicted in his 1937 essay “World Brain”. But over half the books Google

scanned were in copyright, and authors across the world launched a campaign to stop Google, which climaxed in a New York courtroom in 2011. A film about the dreams, dilemmas and ¢ ...mer



Politics of digitization

Men vad gora med denna politics of digitization? Zaagsma
framhaller att det galler att vara uppmarksam pa hur — och
vartor — kulturarv digitaliseras.

"Digital selectivity [and the] awareness among historians
when they work with specific digital resources [including]
how digital resources might influence and shape research
agendas”.



Och ja - pa ett plan ar all
massdigitalisering politisk.




Och ja - pa ett plan ar all
massdigitalisering politisk.

Men ar ABM eller forskare

natt slags elakingar med
en dold agenda?




... men ocksa en praktisk & profan verksamhet

Sa gar det till - Folkbokforingsprojektet Sa gar det till - Lantmiiteriprojektet

SVAR Frinsta hamtar
arkivmaterial med egen lastbil hos
pastorsexpeditionerna i de olika
forsamlingarna.

Till SVAR i Frinsta levereras forrittningsakter med tillhdrande kartor fran
de ldnsvisa Lantmiterimyndigheterna. Materialet registreras och prepareras
for att sedan mikrofilmas/scannas pa de olika kameratyperna. |

i I Frinsta prepareras dokumenten
| fore filmning.

Ca 70% av dokumenten mikrofilmas och digitaliseras
samtidigt i en speciell hybridkamera (scannerkamera).

Dokumenten mikrofilmas
1 rotationskamera.

De 6vriga dokumenten sdsom
kartor och bundna volymer )
mikrofilmas i speciell kamerask |
planetarisk mikrofilmkamera. | 33 /]

Neg

Bocker filmas pa planetarisk
mikrofilmkamera.

Dessa mikrofilmer scannas
och digitaliseras i Sun Rice
mikrofilmscanner.

Nir originalmikrokorten kontrollerats
kopieras dessa i filmkopiator.

Den digitala informationen fran de olika kameratyperna
samsorteras och sammanstills pA CD-Rom skivor.

/

SVAR Frinsta levererar arkivmaterialet till berort Landsarkiv och kopior av mikrokorten levereras till SVAR Efter e rr{ater‘ialet .har mi%roﬁlmats aterséindes forréttningsakterna med tillhorande kartor till de olika
depén, respektive forsamling och berdrt Landsarkiv. Lantmaéteriarkiven i resp lén.

Originalmikrokorten levereras till Riksarkivets filmarkiv i Stockholm Mikrofilm och CD-rom skivor skickas till Lantmiteriverket i Givle, samt SVAR-depd, Ramsele.




Ar DU intresserad av arbete

DOKV HAN RING | pa MKC-Fransta (SVAR)?
Och...

#
l

Ar arbetslos eller riskerar arbetsloshet.

SVAR Frinsta ||l )
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mikrofilm

allmin datakunskap

—  kan arbeta skiftgang
och CD-rom social kompetens
[ utbildningen kommer bl a foljande @mnen att bli aktuella:

Svenska (tal/skrift), Eng (tal/skrift), Arkivkunskap,
Scanning, Datakunskap

ANSOKAN MED MERITFORTECKNING skall vara
Arbetstormedlingen tillhanda senast 021016.
Mirk ansokan: MKC-utbildning

Ev fragor och kompletterande upplysningar kan lamnas av:

Y

RIKSARKIVET . Arbetsformedlingen

Lennart Ndaslund 0690-638 03
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Aktion Oppnar nya dOrrar pa museerna

ESAM - Oppna museisamlingarna

kallas den rdddningsaktion som nu
rullarigang foratt bevara och 6ppna kul-
turskatterna 1 museerna och arkiven. I
museernas samlingar finns cirka 38 mil-
joner foremal. Manga av dessa dr 1 da-
ligt skick. De behoOver registreras, var-
das, konserverasochinte minst goras till-
gangliga. For att kunna gora det mojligt
att bevara vart gemensamma minne for
framtiden satsas 235 miljoner kronor fOr
att raidda museisamlingarna. En arbets-
grupp inom kulturdepartementet harar-
betat fram en aktionsplan som delvis in-
nebdr ett nytt satt att ta itu med den ef-
tersldpande varden av foremalssamling-
arna. Det handlar om att {Oordndra atti-
tyder, oka tillgangligheten, skapa nya ar-
betssdtt, anvanda ny teknik m m. Men
det kanske viktigaste av allt ar att sam-
tidigt kommer 400 arbetstillfdllen att
skapas, spridda over hela landet, framst
avsedda [O0r unga manniskor.

Kidrnan 1 raddningsaktionen handlar
om att gora arkiv och samlingar synliga

samt att se till att det inte blir rattor och
mal som bestimmer vad vi minns. Fo-
remal maste registreras och vardas. Re-
gistreringen skall goras med hjdlp av ny
teknik. Den digitaliserade informatio-
nen skall bilda underlag f6r nya an-
vandningsomraden och spridas med nya
medier. Det skall via Internet bli mo)-
ligt fOr de flesta att digitalt ta sig in 1 de
slutnamagasinensomtidigare framst va-
rit tillgangliga for experter och forskare.
Det skall kunna bl ldttare for andra mu-
seer att lana foremal till utstdllningar el-
er fa information infor en satsning. Al-
a skall kunna fa veta vilka foremal som
‘unnits och finns 1 den egna hembygden.
Det dar dven viktigt att na utanfor den
statliga museisfaren. Aktionen omfattar
aven kommunala museer, arkiv, hem-
bygdsforeningar och hemslojdsfore-
ningar.

Registrering och vard ar arbetsinten-
siva och tidskrdvande uppgifter. De sat-
sade pengarna skall 1 forsta hand an-
vandas {or att anstidlla och utbilda unga

manniskor som skaffat sig musei- och
hantverksutbildning men som inte fatt
arbete. Foremalsvard och registrering
kan vara en bra inkorsport till museer-
nas spannande varld. Pa museerna ar i
dag ungefdr hdlften av personalen dver
femtio ar. Endast tre procent dr under
trettio ar. Det behOvs dven unga man-
niskor pa museerna for att inspirera och
ge nya 1déer som kan locka yngre beso-
Kare!

Vara kulturskatter ar unika och oer-
satthiga. Det dr de synliga tingen som gor
det mojhigt att rekonstruera det forflut-
na, ge konkreta upplevelser av det som
varit. Minnet dr den nddvidndiga grun-
den fOr varje mianniskas stdallningsta-
gande 1 nuet och {Or utvecklingen 1 fram-
tiden. Det 4r min forhoppning att radd-
ningsaktionen skall bli en ny start for ar-
betet med att bevara vart minne och go-
ra denna viktiga del av vart kulturarv
tillganghig {or alla. X

MARGOT WALLSTROM
Kulturminister




Anna Christina Ulfsparre (1999)

 J

ABM-sektorn hamnade pa nagot satt alltid "i handerna pa
utanforstaende krafter som dirigerar penningflodet” — med en tydlig
korrelation mellan arbetsmarknad och digitalt kulturarv. “Typiskt ar
att stora digitala projekt kom i gang under 90-talets konjunktur-
svacka. Med kort tids varsel skulle stora projekt sattas i gang med
framfor allt arbetsmarknadspengar med lokalisering till orter, dar
industrinedlaggelser férekommit eller militaren flyttat, eller helt
enkelt till orter som alltid haft hog arbetsloshet (till exempel delar av
Norrland). Projektledare snabbutbildades fér att kunna fungera pa
sjalva orten dar fore detta industri- eller kontorsarbetare skulle
inskolas i en ny verksamhet".



Pontus Hulten, har avbildad av Erro i verket

FEM STORA
ANSOKNINGAR 2006:

B Riksarkivet har sokt 35 miljoner
kronor for 100 tjanster

M |nstitutionen for informationsve-
tenskap, Uppsala: 17 miljoner/50
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Tva problemkomplex — nationalism & kommers

Nastan all massdigitisering ar nationellt orienterad — eller
som Zaagsma framhaller: "in general, most European
national digital archives and libraries highlight their
function as guardians of national heritage and promoters
of the national past."



Tva problemkomplex — nationalism & kommers

Denna nationalism skapar ocksa svarigheter i lander som
tidigare varit utsatta for kolonialt styre — Zaagsma igen:

"In the post-colonial Global South, the absence of a geo-
graphical overlap between nation and state has produced a
complex duality. New postcolonial states in Africa, for
instance, established new national archives based mainly
upon the written legacy ot colonial administrations. "



LABOR

Y
N

N
N

N

)

\C
”
7

AN




Tva problemkomplex — nationalism & kommers

Nar det galler kommers sa framhaller Bonde Thylstrup att
Google Books for manga bibliotek var en betydande
mojlighet — men som ocksa hade en baksida:

"The story of Google Books ... first presented as a gift to
cultural memory institutions and the public, and later as theft
from and threat to these same entities, on closer inspection
revealed itself as a much more complex circulatory system of
expectations, promises, risks, and blame."



Massdigitisering som assemblage

The Politics of Mass Digitization

Betraffande detta komplexa cirkulara system

I ! s& gor hon det viktiga papekandet att al

massdigitalisering bor forstas som ett slags

T :" M;, 'mll .‘ b assemblage - ett sammantlatat natverk av

nfly manniskor och maskiner, av teknik och kultur,
av pengar och ambitioner.

il Il | |
i ji
Ul i i




Massdigitisering som assemblage

"mass digitization as an 'assemblage' [of] many highly varied
components and their contingent connections: scanners,
servers, reading devices, cables, algorithms; national, EU, and
US policymakers; corporate CEOs and employees; cultural
heritage professionals and laypeople; software developers,
engineers, lobby organizations, and unsalaried labor; legal
settlements, academic conferences, position papers".
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Digarv & forskningsproposition

| forskningspropositionen 2016 patalades behovet att
stodja och framja sa kallad "datadriven forskning, sarskilt
inom humaniora och samhallsvetenskap”.



Digarv & forskningsproposition

"digitalisering av materialet via kulturarvsinstitutionernas arkiyv,
samlingar och bibliotek okar tillgangligheten och skapar nya
mojligheter for forskning, framst inom humaniora och
samhallsvetenskap men aven inom andra vetenskapliga
omraden. Okad tillgang till digitala datavolymer éppnar for att
besvara nya fragestallningar och tor metodutveckling.*



Digarv & digital historia

| viss man har Digarvprogrammet varit ett medel for att driva
den svenska historievetenskapliga forskningen i kvantitativ
riktning — och just ge "oka tillgang till digitala datavolymer”.



Digarv & mediekonverteringscentrum i Fransta

Skanning och digitiseringstjinster Uppdrag och skanningsprojekt
Av Riksarkivets eget arkivmaterial ar de svenska kyrkbdckerna det mest omfattande

Publicerad: 2024-10-23 T
som har digitiserats.

Riksarkivet arbetar med att digitisera olika originalmaterial, allt fran pappershandlingar till fotografier. Bland uppdragen at andra myndigheter kan sérskilt ndmnas lantméteriets kart- och
Vara tjanster ar tillgangliga for statliga myndigheter och andra offentligt finansierade verksamheter. aktarkiv samt det |&ngsiktigt pdgdende arbetet med att digitisera svenska dagstidningar
som genomférs i samarbete med Kungliga biblioteket. Av totalt 130 miljoner
tidningssidor har nu cirka 35 miljoner digitiserats. Samtliga dagstidningar med
utgivningsar fore ar 1906, samt de storsta dagstidningarna utgivna darefter, ar i
Hitta pa sidan Délj sidinnehall ~ dagslaget klara.

Vad digitiserar vi?

Digitisera tillsammans med oss

Uppdrag och skanningsprojekt

Kontakta oss

— -

Riksarkivet har genom aren producerat mer an 375 miljoner digitala
bilder. Uppdragen har varierat fran enstaka bocker till hela arkiv pa
hundratals hylimeter.

Genom att digitisera kan viktig information tillgangliggéras och
bevaras for framtiden. Digitisering ar ocksa en forutsattning for att
skapa digitala tjanster och stalla om verksamhet och arbetssatt for
att méta omvaridens behov.

Digitisering av ritningar at Trafikverket

Sedan november 2022 arbetar Riksarkivet med ett stort projekt pa uppdrag av Trafikverket. Plan- och profilritningar
over vagprojekt fran hela landet under aren 1944-2008 digitiseras och gors tillganglig for
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Digital History and the Politics of Digitization

En forslavad person Gerben Zaagsma (® *

Center for Contemporary and Digital History, University of Luxembourg, Luxembourg

*Correspondence: Gerben Zaagsma, Center for Contemporary and Digital History, University of Luxembourg, 11 Porte des Sciences, 4366
Esch-sur-Alzette, Luxembourg. E-mail: gerben.zaagsma@uni.lu

2-5 forslavade Abstract

Much has been made in recent years of the transformative potential of digital resources and historical data for historical research.
pe rso n e r Historians seem to be flooded with retro-digitized and born-digital materials and tend to take these for granted, grateful for the op-
portunities they afford. In a research environment that increasingly privileges what is available online, the questions of why,

where, and how we can access what we can access, and how it affects historical research have become ever more urgent. This

article proposes a framework through which to contextualize the politics of (digital) heritage preservation, and a model to analyse

e its most important political dimensions, drawing upon literature from the digital humanities and history as well as archival, liorary,

6_ 1 O fO I'S|ava d e and information science. The first part will outline the global dimensions of the politics of digital cultural heritage, focusing on
developments between and within the Global North and South, framed within the broader context of the politics of heritage and

pe r'so n e r its preservation. The second part surveys the history and current state of digitization and offers a structured analysis of the pro-

cess of digitization and its political dimensions. Choices and decisions about selection for digitization, how to catalogue, classify,

o, '
{?«/f- 10- d«i-ﬁ (w/

J,’d)&x/ 2
= &7‘&: :

and what metadata to add are all political in nature and have political consequences, and the same is true for access. The article
concludes with several recommendations and a plea to acknowledge the importance of digital cataloguing in enabling access to
the global human record.

L Kranglet §
, !. 11+ forslavade

INGe
getun | : / | T | = pe rsoner 1 Introduction observed. By the same token, the digitization of histori-

cal sources is not neutral. In a research environment

Mugchhas hecmmade in:sopentyeany of the transfonma- that increasingly privileges what is available online,

K : / " ! tive potential of digital resources and historical data Ry :
y ' -2 for historical research. Historians seem to be flooded where fon-digifized analogus archives are mors and
fesi - ( withratro-digifizad nd borvdigial natenislosnd ed =~ D00 referred to as hidden, and old-fashioned brows-
Rien ‘ to take these for granted, grateful for the opportunities "5 15 replaced by surgical discovery, we would do well

e . : imagini hat a world of historical scholar-
Qs they afford. As the late digital history pioneer Roy 0 Staft imagining w :

‘ = Siedrivan Rosenzweig suggested two decades ago, historians ship based upon digital resources looks like. Thc dos:u-
00 ! j — v ‘may be facing a fundamental paradigm shift from a mentary reco'rd affects_ hlstorlgl research in myriad
“"Barberaren ’ \ S v Al T— | ‘ culture of scarcity to a culture of abundance’ ways, somethmg historians readily acknowledge when
it . 4 & St | A (Rosenzweig, 2003, p. 739). Yet when historians talk ;:adltéfmal archlv:,s are co:n;emed.kYetft(}ixiet.e ?eems to
9=0 ’ 1 i : about digital abundance, they usually imply the Global €4 clscrepancy oetween (I8 Upeie Ok digita. resolc:
NManchemillen ‘ =4 North, specifically Western Europe and North €€ by historians and their appreciation and under-
- 0 e e | - e America, and even there this abundance is still rarely standglg of how lfhcsc %rc ?reatct:l .':m(.i how, ‘morg

" : questioned and qualified, let alone contextualized in ~ 8€NCrally, our onine cvi entlary, Dasis 15, constitute

time and space. Put simply, historians all too seldom angdshap ﬁs hist.:oricalcﬁlolafiip ; the benefi d
reflect on why, where, and how we can access, what ost ‘ustorlangacknowiedge the Denelits And Op:

we can access in the digital age, how it affects historical portunities afforded by increased Access gl Tetros
research, and what its global dimensions might look digitized sources yet the effects of digitization on his-
like torical research go beyond access. As digitization

entails a selection of already selected analog materials,
- are repositories of carefully selected and curated collec- they find themsclvcs.f‘acmg f’ld questions as they navi-

o0 0000 I tions and thus far from neutral: ‘No archive is inno-  8at¢ new and unfamiliar digital environments. How do
Saltpannani® = = ’ o0l | ) ] cent’, as Elizabeth Yale (2015, p. 332) succinctly digital resources shape the historical themes, topics,

2

- s 0 0 0 o (Y

Doktemn
Few historians would deny that archives and libraries
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« Foéregaende < Foregaende Bild 207 / 346 Nasta dokument > Nasta volym >
volym dokument

e Swedish Caribbean Colonialism @ English = Meny
UPPSALA
UNIVERSITET

Y, Ladda ner fil Bildvisning i Alvin = Bild 207 (207 - 207)

Uppsala universitet / Uppsala universitetsbibliotek / Swedish Caribbean colonialism / Sok

Sok i databasen

Enkel s6kning Utokad s6kning

Mer information om hur du séker -

Utokad sokning

Beskrivning Dokumentkategori
Resolution Valj dokumentkategori v
Period (ar eller datum) Samlingar och volymer
Ar Samling
o 1809 S ) 1811 3 ‘ Fonds suédois de Saint-Barthélemy v l
Datum Volym
) ‘ 140 v | 7170 v
Ursprung Amnesomrade Kombinera amnesomraden
Slaveri X k4 _

Information

Andra namn Aktivera "Kombinera amnesomraden" for att soka pa alla valda o )

- 1 Amnesomraden. Om den inte ar aktiverad séker man pa vart och ett Beskrivning Angaende slavskeppet Resolution

av amnesomradena.

Artal 1809
Datum 1809-11-24

m Rensa formular
Dokumenttyp Ansokan
Dokumentkategori Ansdkan
Ursprung J. E. Réhl, A. F. Hansen

S(.jkreSUItat — 1 tréffar Personnamn C. Lindgren
‘ Amnesomrade Slaveri
Antal per sida Sjofart
10 o Ekonomi-handel
Arkiv Archives nationales d'outre-mer
Ar 1| Datum 1| Dokumenttyp 1| Ursprung 1| Beskrivning 1| Arkiv i Samling 7| Volym 1=
i = ; Plats Aix-en-Provence
1809 1809-11-24 Ansdkan J. E. Réhl, A. Angéaende Archives  Fonds 159
- F. Hansen slavskeppet nationales  suédois de Samling & volym Fonds suédois de Saint-Barthélemy (FSB), Volym 159
Resolution d'outre- Saint-
mer Barthélemy FSB serie Procés-verbaux de Justice (PJ)
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Professor Maria Agren, Uppsala universitet
Lank till projektsajt: http://gawhist.uu.se/suppliker

Kontakt: maria.agren@histuu.se Ett tvarvetenskapligt VR-projekt som utgdr en del av GawW
—

Suppliker (Eng. petitions) ar ett annat ord for béneskrifter. | Europas
féormoderna och férdemokratiska samhéllen var méjligheten att vanda sig
direkt till kungen (eller till den som kungen delegerat detta ansvar till) en
kanal for kommunikation och inflytande. Suppliker kunde aven riktas till
domstolar, godsagare och riksdag. Aven de, som stod ldngst ner i
samhallshierarkin, hade ratt att lagga fram sin sak infér hégre instans,
och de kunde fa ratt. Suppliker blev i sadana fall sdkerhetsventiler, och

supplikratten var viktig foér de styrandes legitimitet. Forskningen har
e —
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Suppliker som kultura

rrofessor Maria Agren, U E ot tyarvetenskapligt VR-projekt som utgor en del av GaW

Lank till projektsajt: http
Kontakt: maria.agren@h

Suppliker (Eng. petitions) ar ett annat ord for béneskrifter. | Europas
formoderna och férdemokratiska samhallen var majligheten att vanda sig
direkt till kungen (eller till den som kungen delegerat detta ansvar till) en
kanal for kommunikation och inflytande. Suppliker kunde aven riktas till
domstolar, godsagare och riksdag. Aven de, som stod langst ner i
samhallshierarkin, hade ratt att lagga fram sin sak infor hogre instans,
och de kunde fa ratt. Suppliker blev i sadana fall sdkerhetsventiler, och
supplikratten var viktig for de styrandes legitimitet. Forskningen har




Riksarkivet & Handwritten Text Recognition (HTR)

Automatisk transkribering av aldre handskrifter: Riksarkivets
applikation — The Swedish Lion | — har tranats pa handskrifter
mellan aren 1600 till 1900 har i skrivande stund en

genomsnittlig noggrannhet pa teckenniva om cirka nittiofem
procent.
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Fler sokalternativ ¥

https://riksarkivet.se/Media/Filmer/NAD/Anvand_Al_sok_i NAD.mp4


https://riksarkivet.se/Media/Filmer/NAD/Anvand_AI_sok_i_NAD.mp4

Loggain Other languages ~ Riksarkivet =~ Webbutiken

- Riksarkivet

Sok i arkiven

START DIGITALA FORSKARSALEN NATIONELL ARKIVDATABAS OM SOKTJANSTEN
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* Statlig myndighet (2)
Forvaras: Riksarkivet i Vadstena (depa: Slottet)
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Alla (2) 2. Serie

Géteborgs poliskammare fére Titel: Detektiva polisens rapportbécker g
1900 (1) Tillhor arkiv: Goteborgs poliskammare fore 1900

AAAAA Polisen och aklagaren i Linkping, 1A;Z;\;bildarelupphov: Poliskammaren i Géteborg (1807 -

Huvudarkivet. (1)




E& 12703 Goteborgs poliskammare fore
~ 1900 1808 - 1949

5} A PROTOKOLL

@ A | Poliskammarens protokoll och &

handlingar Serie

= 59 | A 1l Detektiva polisens

 rapportbocker Detektiva polisens rapportbocker

Go6teborgs poliskammare fére 1900

=2 1a 1868
=@ 1b 1869
w2 21870
5@ 3 1871 Koncept Over detektiva polisens rapporter. Serien fortsatter i Poliskammaren i Géteborg,

4 1872 Kriminalpolisens arkiv, E VI a. For koncept over rapporter i fattigvardsarenden 1893-1900, se
— B Il: 7. Delar av serien finns tillganglig som nedladdningsbar transkriberad textdata och som
L ] fritextsok i Digitala forskarsalen. Seriens volymer digitiserades 2020 med st6d av GPS400

& 1374 Centrum fér samverkande visuell forskning vid Goteborgs universitet.
- w2 71875

@2 8 1876
=@ 91877
10 1878 2 Volymer (34 st)
=@ 11 1879
- =@ 12 1880
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@@ 15 1883 2 1870 | Bild |
=@ 16 1884

3 1871 | Bild
@2 17 1885 =

=2 18 1886 4 1872 " Bid
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@@ 23 1891 8 1876 | Bild |
=@ 24 1892

9 1877 ETE
@2 25 1893

@@ 26 1894 10 s __ Bild |
=@ 27 1895 b b 1879 S



... ladda ned / gor om bildfil till .png




» Transkribus Welcome to Transkribus, Pelle! 2 Customize Home Screen

£ Createnidn 0 Collections

[ 54620
Home

Projects snickars.pelle@gmail...

Collection
Al Jobs

Q Search

Assets

iy |

B3 Collections O Quick Text Recognition

@ Models

& Select a model. , Saved in: snickars.pelle@gmail.com Cc
B8 Sites P g

© Datasets
’& Wolpi

God morgon, Pelle!

Vilken modell vill du anvanda?

© The English Eagle Included

Historical English documents

o Text Titan II
£ Notifications Best accuracy, most languages

& Settings e
Text recognition is easy! More models

Reserve: 500 credits no expiry

Upgrade plan

@ Pelle Snickars o
snickars.pelle@gmail.com




S Transkribus

+ Create new

Home
Projects
Al Jobs

Q. Search
Assets

B Collections
@ Models
B8 Sites

© Datasets

2 Notifications

& Settings

Reserve: 500 credits no expiry

Upgrade plan

@ Pelle Snickars o
snickars.pelle@gmail.com

5 Collections

~

] 54620

snickars.pelle@gmail...
Collection

O Quick Text Recognition

The Swedish Lion I
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No 1.

Rapport.

Ynglingen Cl Johan Christiansson, tolf

ar gammal samt son till Arbetskarlen
Johan Christiansson, boende uti Bagaren
Hakanssons hus i Landalabergen, har
den 2 och 4 dennes antraffats innehafvan
de diverse tomma bouteljer, for hvilkes
atkomst han icke kunnat redogoéra.
Sedan Wardshusielkerskan Josefina
Molitor, boende uti huset No 21 vid Skol-
gatan och Ogifta Josefina Folkesson, bo-
ende uti huset No 23 vid Kungsgatan
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